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MISSOULA--
The University of Montana’s women gymnasts begin their season Saturday at Dillon 
in Western Montana College's invitational meet.
The UM women have been having organized practices under the trained eye of coach 
Judy Barkley since Sept. 1. Mrs. Barkley has been aided in directing the session by 
Rich Deyes.
Mrs. Barkley coached UM to the Montana state championship the past two years. She 
is currently in her fourth year at the University.
Mrs. Barkley speaks optimistically of the coming season. "We have several girls who
should be able to qualify for the national meet," she says. "Qualifiers are those placing 
high at the Northwest Regional meet in February at Corvallis, Ore."
At the WMC meet there will be competition on two levels as is the practice in all
Montana meets. There is the advanced level for the more talented and experienced gymnasts
and the beginning level for inexperienced competitors.
Montana girls competing on the advanced ievei at Dillon will be Marti Lodders,
Teri Jetter, Kay Kilby, Debbie Ronish and Dana Whithouse.
Laurie Garry, Joni Kunkle, Stacy Towle, Melody Newman, Patty Kelsch, Merle Lowman
and Linda Lowman will compete on the beginning level.
The meet will be a compulsory one. That is, the routines are established on a
nationwide basis and all must follow it to the letter. There are four events--balance beam,
uneven parallel bars, vaulting and floor exercise.
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